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1. IPCC: climate 
change

3. IRP: unsustainable 
resource use

2. IPBES: biodiversity loss
and ecosystem services

Global context: unprecedented challenges, improved knowledge

4. WHO: environment 
and health



Reflecting on the dynamics and consequences of a VUCA world

Complexity
Multiple key 

decision factors

Uncertainty
Unclear about 

the present

Volatility
Rate of change

Ambiguity
Lack of clarity 

about meaning 
of an event

How much do you know about the 
situation?
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The new (climate) normal?



EU inflation rate

Resources (and populations) 
under pressure



Transitions logic and the 
scientific knowledge base

Developments put pressure on existing regime

Regime initially 
stable

Adjustments 
occur

New 
configuration 
breaks through

Innovation, learning, 
experiments

Consumer 
preferences Science

Culture

InvestmentsPolicy

Skills



Adapting to change: 
rethinking how we build our cities

Balatonfüred, Hungary. © Eniko Benedek, MyCity/EEA

Source: Maes et al. (2019)
A smart roof in Amsterdam ©Dakdokters



Focus of EEA’s urban environmental sustainability work

Consolidating the knowledge base

Developing a conceptual framework 

Engaging with internal experts and external 
stakeholders

Preparing assessments
- Understanding drivers of urban environmental sustainability transitions

- Analysis of priority urban sustainability nexuses



Green city

Inclusive cityCircular city

Low-carbon 
city Resilient city

Healthy city

A conceptual framework to structure 
knowledge base



• First climate-neutral continent, incl. Adaptation Strategy

• Biodiversity Strategy 2030

• New Circular Economy Action Plan

• Zero pollution strategy

• Farm to fork strategy

• Just transition

• Sustainable European Investment Plan

• Future ready economy – new industrial strategy

EEA work areas supporting urban agendas and the EU Green Deal



Synergies with key European urban initiatives



Looking ahead: local knowledge to inform EU actions



Remote sense data and EU legislative framework

Urban Atlas
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SOER 
2025
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EEA Work Areas 
1-5: integrated 

assessments
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Transitions 
monitoring 

across 
countries
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SOER Digital
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Stakeholder 
process 2023-
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Strategic 
narratives and 

messages
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Summary 
assessment
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Capacity  building 
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Towards SOER 2025



Thank you
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