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Urban sustainability information across EEA

What urban 
sustainability 
information and 
data are available 
and being 
produced?

Urban Atlas 2018 map dashboard (eea.europa.eu), 

https://portal.discomap.eea.europa.eu/arcgis/apps/dashboards/4e6b2328cac8473bb7540cc9299eca1c


Urban sustainability

• There is no single definition of urban sustainability or 
a ‘sustainable city’

• Economic, social and environmental issues need to 
be considered in an integrated way

• EEA’s conceptual framework for urban environmental 
sustainability identifies 19 context-dependent 
building blocks of urban environmental 
sustainability that can help identifying relevant 
information and data

Source: EEA Report No 06/2021

https://www.eea.europa.eu/publications/urban-sustainability-in-europe-avenues


Approach

•EEA web catalog search

•Scanning European Topic Center (ETC) action plans

•Workshop in June 2022



Urban sustainability on EEA’s webpages

https://www.eea.europa.eu/

https://www.eea.europa.eu/themes/sustainability-transitions/urban-environment

https://www.eea.europa.eu/
https://www.eea.europa.eu/themes/sustainability-transitions/urban-environment


Urban sustainability information on EEA’s webpages

EEA Report No 06/2021

EEA’s urban sustainability webpage highlights: 

• 14 briefings

• 20 reports

• Links to related content (Data & Maps etc.)

https://www.eea.europa.eu/themes/sustainability-transitions/urban-environment

https://www.eea.europa.eu/publications/urban-sustainability-in-europe-avenues
https://www.eea.europa.eu/themes/sustainability-transitions/urban-environment


Urban sustainability information on EEA’s webpages

Types of information: 

•Publications / reports

•Briefings

•Data 

•Data visualisations

•Webpages

•…

https://www.eea.europa.eu/Ą search 10th Aug 2022

Search word “urban” returned 2610 records. 

https://www.eea.europa.eu/


Urban sustainability information on EEA’s webpages

Source: (EEA, 2022)

Content typesTopics



Urban sustainability information on EEA’s webpages

Topics per content typeTopics
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Source: (EEA, 2022)



Urban sustainability information on EEA’s webpages

Publications / reports, briefings
and data sets

Source: (EEA, 2022)



Urban sustainability information on EEA’s webpages

Publications / reports, briefings
and data sets

Source: (EEA, 2022)
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https://www.eea.europa.eu/publications/environmental_issue_report_2002_30


Ongoing work in European Topic Centers (ETCs)

• ETC on Climate Change Adaptation and LULUCF (ETC CA)

• ETC on Climate Change Mitigation (ETC CM)

• ETC on Data Integration and Digitalisation (ETC DI)

• ETC on Human Health and the Environment (ETC HE)

• ETC on Circular Economy and Resource Use (ETC CE)

• ETC on Sustainability Transitions (ETC ST)

• ETC on Biological Diversity (ETC BD)

• ETC on Inland, Coastal and Marine Waters (ETC ICM)

https://www.eionet.europa.eu/etcs

https://www.eionet.europa.eu/etcs/etc-ca
https://www.eionet.europa.eu/etcs/etc-cm
https://www.eionet.europa.eu/etcs/etc-di
https://www.eionet.europa.eu/etcs/etc-he
https://www.eionet.europa.eu/etcs/etc-ce
https://www.eionet.europa.eu/etcs/etc-st
https://www.eionet.europa.eu/etcs/etc-bd
https://www.eionet.europa.eu/etcs/etc-icm
https://www.eionet.europa.eu/etcs


Ongoing work in European Topic Centers (ETCs)

Example outputs:
• 2024 Urban adaptation report

• Briefing on Just Resilience

• 2022 Urban resilence forum

• Climate-ADAPT

• Climate and Health observatory

• Landscape fragmentation analytics

• Copernicus data quality control

• European Urban Biodiversity Index 
/Biodiversity Information System for Europe

• Urban Waste water map viewer

• Other Indices/dashboards/map viewers

• Other reports and briefings

Source: ETC Action Plans

https://climate-adapt.eea.europa.eu/
https://climate-adapt.eea.europa.eu/en/observatory
https://biodiversity.europa.eu/


Key messages

ɍA wealth of information and data relevant for urban sustainability exists and is being
produced at the EEA.

ɍMore content exist related to topics linked to EU-policies and related legislation
requirements (e.g., air quality), and topics where remote sensing techniques can be
used to produce Europe-wide locally relevant data (e.g., land use).

ɍFindability of EEA’s urban information and data could be enhanced via coordinated
tagging of the content and active content curation of the webpages

ɍUrban sustainability is a cross-cutting issue – need for cross-thematic collaboration in
knowledge production



Thank you!
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