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SOER2020

1. IPCC report on global 
warming of 1.5°C

3. International Resource 
Panel global outlook 2019

2. IPBES global report on biodiversity 
and ecosystem services

Today’s reality: unprecedented challenges, urgent action

•Urgent action needed
• Irreversibilities
•Tipping points
• Interconnected



The 2020s: a pivotal decade for Europe 

“Europe stands at a critical juncture in 2020.
Its leaders have opportunities to shape future
developments that will not be available to their 
successors. The coming decade will therefore be 
of decisive importance in determining Europe’s 
opportunities in the 21st century.”

SOER 2020



A receptive EU environment for transformative actions and knowledge

• European Commission (Von der Leyen, 
Timmermans, Šefčovič cabinets)

• European Parliament (ENVI committee)

• European Economic and Social 
Committee

• European Committee of the Regions



The emergence of transformative policy since 2014

Change has come very rapidly*

2014: EU 7th EAP, Horizon 2020

2015: UN Agenda 2030/SDGs, Paris Agreement, Circular Economy

2016: Pact of Amsterdam; Habitat III

2015-2018: EU strategies: energy, mobility, circular, low-carbon, etc.

2019: European Green Deal, Digital Agenda

2020: Multiple EGD packages; 8th EAP; Horizon Europe

Remarkably Corona-resilient!

*But very slowly if you look at science: Club of Rome; 
Brundtland Report; Rio Declaration; IPCC; GEO; …



EEA Strategy 2030: A knowledge response to transformative agenda 

Supporting policy 
implementation and 
sustainability transitions

Providing timely input to 
solutions for 
sustainability challenges

Building stronger 
networks and 
partnerships

Making full use of the potential of data, 
technology and digitalisation

Resourcing our shared ambitions
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That links to the European Green Deal and EU’s urban agenda

WA3: chemicals, 
health

WA1: food, ecosystems

WA2: energy, mobility

WA4: buildings, industry

WA5: finance, economics, cross-system



The importance of the urban sustainability agenda

• Towns and cities home to around 3/4 
of the EU's population

• Most EU policies concern cities,  
directly or indirectly

• A distinct (elected) governance level

• A scale integrator – proximity and
participation
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EEA’s knowledge model: systemic and resonant with EU priorities

Rural 
areas

Knowledge



EU Urban agenda priorities



Towards a European urban initiative



A benchmarking initiative: taking the pulse of (NW) European cities

Urban Sustainability 
Accelerator Award?



Looking ahead: harvesting local-level knowledge to inform EU actions?

Urban Atlas



Thank you
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