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Sustainability impact assessment
COM(2002)276

� Ex-ante, applied at the beginning of policy definition

� Trade-offs between environment, economy and society

Impacts:

� Environment: damages or benefits in physical terms 
and monetary terms

� Economy: macro-and micro-economic impacts; 
cost- effectiveness, cost-benefit

� Society: social acceptance, participatory 
aspects, governance issues
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Landscape Functions

Production Functions

Food
Renewable Resources

Health
Recreation
Aesthetics
Education

Cultural heritage

Wellness functions

Mitigation, Storage
Cleaning, Buffering

Environmental Functions

Biodiversity
Gene Pool

Functions ~ Demands ~ Goods and Services

Income
Employment

Growth

Economic Functions
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Sustainability Impact Assessment Tool

Land Use Management

Sustainability Indicators

Policy Scenarios

Land Use Scenarios

Data driven
European assessment

Value driven
Regional assessment

Indicator Valuation

Sustainability Thresholds

Innovation

Sustainability Targets

Sensitive area assessment: Validation

Sustainability Impact Assessment Tool

Land Use Management

Sustainability Indicators

Policy Scenarios

Land Use Scenarios

Land Use Management

Sustainability Indicators

Policy ScenariosPolicy Scenarios

Land Use ScenariosLand Use Scenarios

Data driven
European assessment

Value driven
Regional assessment

Indicator Valuation

Sustainability Thresholds

Innovation

Sustainability Targets

Indicator Valuation

Sustainability Thresholds

Innovation

Sustainability Targets

Sensitive area assessment: Validation
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What are the changes? Do the changes matter?
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M4

S I A T
Integration

M5
Data & Indicator

Management 

M6
Sustainability Issues in 

Sensitive Regions

M7
Stakeholder Participation & 

Insitutional Analysis

M1
Scientific Co-ordination

M3
Regional Sustainability 

Problems, Risks & 
Thresholds

M2
European Land Use 
Scenario Assessment 
& Forecasting

M4

S I A T
Integration

M5
Data & Indicator

Management 

M6
Sustainability Issues in 

Sensitive Regions

M7
Stakeholder Participation & 

Insitutional Analysis

M1
Scientific Co-ordination

M3
Regional Sustainability 

Problems, Risks & 
Thresholds

M2
European Land Use 
Scenario Assessment 
& Forecasting
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SENSOR partnership

Lund University

EFI

FLD, DIAS, NERI

Tartu University

IUNG

ILE SAS

Gödöllö Univ., UWH

IIASA, ARC-sys, U Vienna, BOKU

JRC, DEART, UNIFIMEPA

WSL

Alterra, LEI, WUR

Cemagref, COE/CCIP

ZALF, BTUC, UBER, TUM

FR, MI, NERC, U Bath, UNott

33 partners 
15 countries

Coordination

MA

FI
SE

EE

DK

PL

SK

DE

AT HU

IT

CH
FR

NLUK
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