Key messages
Message 1

Mediterranean wetlands are estimated to cover more than ______ hectareas, i.e. ___% of Europe. In spite of their importance, about 80-90% were destroyed and degraded during the second half of 20th century (Finlayson et al., 1992), affecting mostly the human well-being of Mediterranean people.

1. Wetlands are identified by scientists as the most productive to support habitats and biodiversity. They are also identified as the most quickly degraded ecosystems, having consequences on the human well-being. (MEA chapter inland water)
2. The main drivers of degradation of Mediterranean wetlands are urban development/infrastructure (57%) and urban/industrial pollution (50%). Other major negative drivers include tourism (see above), water abstraction (43%), increase in agricultural intensity (43%), agricultural run-off (40%) and hunting (42%) (Stark et al., 2004). Also, currently we can identify the introduction of alien species as a major driver of change (Wong et al. 2007 WWF)__ (ver questionnaire results)
3. Global climate change. Ver IPCC Mediterranean.

Message 2
Mediterranean wetlands deliver a wide range of ecosystem services that contribute mostly to human well-being.
4. Mediterranean wetlands supply an important flow of ecosystem services, such as food, freshwater supply, water purification, erosion control, natural hazard regulation, recreational or tourism opportunities, education and inspirational values, as well as aesthetic values. (questionnaire results of Rubicode)
5. There are differences between North-South and West-East (including Black Sea) in the need, use and enjoy of ecosystem services. In this sense, poorer people in the South Mediterranean countries, where there no exist technological solutions are more vulnerable (in terms of health, food, resource management, …) to the wetland degradation because they depend mostly on ecosystem services.
Message 3
We should understand the Mediterranean wetlands as a Social-ecological systems due to the strong relationships between nature and society during centuries in the Mediterranean basin.
6. The continued loss and degradation of Mediterranean wetlands is reducing the capacity of these ecosystems and their biodiversity to respond to disturbances (climate change, biological invasions, droughts, eutrophication, salination, …), resulting in further reduction of human well-being. At the same time, demand for many ecosystem services (water supply, _________________) will increase. 
Message 4
The loss and degradation of Mediterranean wetlands has severe economic consequences –a loss of ecosystem services values- and removes opportunities for sustainable development. Usually the value of ecosystem services provided by wetlands is not considered in the decision-making, resulting in more threats that can lead the degradation and destruction of wetlands. In this sense, the economic valuation of ecosystem services can be a good tool in order to provide useful information and transparency in the decision-making process.
7. Conservation and restoration measures are very expensive, and unlikely to restore full natural functions and therefore, the total flow of ecosystem services. (Examples of restoration projects…)
8. Traditionally, the decision-making process regarding wetland management has only considered the value of those ecosystem services that have a reflection in the markets (i.e. food, wood, fishing, hunting, harvesting, etc.). Consequently, there is a necessity to incorporate the different fluxes and values of all ecosystem services (i.e. medical plants, water purification, natural defence, soil fertilization, control of erosion, air quality, nature tourism, traditional knowledge, landscape enjoyment, spiritual and cultural values) with the aim of obtaining transparency in the decision-making process. 
9. The value of ecosystem services provided by wetlands depends on the ecological integrity and socio-cultural characteristics of the social-ecological system. Therefore, it is important to understand both the ecological complexity and the socio-cultural complexity. Most works have developed the importance of understanding the social characteristics of stakeholders (i.e. environmental attitudes, local ecological knowledge, and socio-economic factors) in the economic valuation process (Kumar & Kumar, 2007; Spash et al….; Martin-Lopez et al., 2007)
10. Economic valuation of ecosystem services help us to identify the main trade-offs among ecosystem services and stakeholders. For example, the introduction of Eucalyptus in Mediterranean wetlands for paper supposed the degradation of aquifer and therefore, the water table supply. Later, the environmental government decided to eliminate the Eucalyptus plantation, involving the ruin of beekeepers who use the Eucalyptus as an ecosystem services to produce honey.

Message 5
The management of Mediterranean wetlands requires …research agenda
11. It is necessary to create more long-term knowledge about wetlands processes in order to find and understand the key disturbances, especially regarding biodiversity. 
12. Understanding Mediterranean Wetlands for decision-making process and management guidelines requires integrated approaches crossing information from different knowledge sources (i.e. GIS data, statistical information, scientific information, local monitoring, local knowledge,…) 
13. The future steps of the scientific research in the Mediterranean wetlands should focus on _____________________________.
14. Multi-scale approaches to Mediterranean wetland management –from local to global- are important to understand the drivers of change (from many local drivers to global situation), to correct social injustice (considering the trade-offs of ecosystem services provision among scales and stakeholders), …
15. The management responses designed in the Mediterranean wetlands should focus on considering all ecosystem services in the decision-making process,  eliminate subsidies from European Agriculture Policies for intensive agriculture (land use homogenization), control water extraction, control overharvesting, correct market failures,  encourage stakeholder participation, increase transparency of public and private sector decision-making,  __________________________________

16.  the future of wetlands…

