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Habitats Directive Article 17 Reporting

Species name:Lutra lutra
Annex: II, IV

Assessments of conservation status at the European level
(all biogeographical regions - EU25)

The Eurasian otter lives in a wide variety of aquatic habitats all across the Europe.  Major
pressures  are  habitat fragmentation and vulnerability of aquatic habitats  and poaching.
 The species was declining rapidly in the past but the situation is changing now.
Parameter  assessments  show significant  differences  between  the  situations  in  each
country for all  the  regions.   Overall  assessments  are  still  ‘unfavourable-inadequate’  in
Alpine, Atlantic and Continental regions and even ‘unfavourable-bad’ in Boreal.  However
situation is favourable in a number of countries with stable or increasing trends and good
future  prospects.  In Pannonian region assessment is ‘favourable’ already.  According to
IUCN it is  assessed as  ‘nearly threatened’ due  to  historical declines  in  populations  and
the fact that if conservation actions for the species were stopped or reduced, the species
would very quickly move back into a threatened category.
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Assessments of conservation status as reported by Member states
(all biogeographical regions - EU25)
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790 - (790) x
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Data quality is based on as assessment by each Member State, 1 = good, 2 = medium,
3 = poor

This information is derived from the Member State national reports submitted to the
European Commission under Article 17 of the Habitats Directive in 2007 and covering the
period 2001-2006. More detailed information is available at
http://biodiversity.eionet.europa.eu/article17
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