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Habitats Directive Article 17 Reporting

Species name:Rhinolophus ferrumequinum
Annex: II, IV

Assessments of conservation status at the European level
(all biogeographical regions - EU25)

The greater horseshoe bat is widely distributed. It is distributed from North Africa and southern Europe
to southwest Asia and via Pakistan and Nepal further to Japan. It forages in pastures and several types
of woodland. It hides in caves and occasionally it uses buildings.
The status  of this  species  was  assessed as  ‘inadequate’ in the Atlantic,  Continental and Pannonian
region.  In the Mediterranean area it  was  assessed as  ‘bad’ and in the Alpine region its  status  was
assessed as ‘unknown but not favourable’. Particularly  important data from Spain are lacking and data
from Portugal and to a lesser  extent  also France are deficient.  Better  data from these countries  are
necessary  for an improved assessment. Many  countries report a decreasing population and in Belgium
and the Netherlands it  has already  become (regionally) extinct. Due to its wide distribution, the IUCN
conservation status is ‘Least Concern’.
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Assessments of conservation status as reported by Member states
(all biogeographical regions - EU25)
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Data quality is based on as assessment by each Member State, 1 = good, 2 = medium,
3 = poor

This information is derived from the Member State national reports submitted to the
European Commission under Article 17 of the Habitats Directive in 2007 and covering the
period 2001-2006. More detailed information is available at
http://biodiversity.eionet.europa.eu/article17
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