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Species name:Cricetus cricetus
Annex: IV

Assessments of conservation status at the European level
(all biogeographical regions - EU25)

The  common hamster occurs  from  western Europe, through central and eastern Europe,
all the  way to the  far east of Asia.  Its original habitat was fertile  steppe and grassland,
but  it  has  successfully  spread  into  a  variety  of  anthropogenic  habitats  including
meadows, croplands (especially cereals), and field edges, road verges and scrubby fallow
areas on farms.  Major threats are modification of cultivation practices, use of pesticides,
fertilisation, continuous urbanisation and habitats fragmentation.
Assessments  are  ‘unfavourable-bad’  for the  Atlantic and  Continental  regions  with  only
the  Czech  Republic  reporting  it  as  ‘favourable’.  In  the  Alpine  region  the  species  is
reported  only from  Slovakia  with  an  ‘unfavourable-inadequate  assessment.  The  same
conclusion is reported for the Pannonian region but with a‘favourable’ report made by the
Czech  Republic.  According  to  IUCN this  species  is  still  ‘least  concern’  in  Europe  but
population is declining.
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Assessments of conservation status as reported by Member states
(all biogeographical regions - EU25)

Data quality is based on as assessment by each Member State, 1 = good, 2 = medium,
3 = poor

This information is derived from the Member State national reports submitted to the
European Commission under Article 17 of the Habitats Directive in 2007 and covering the
period 2001-2006. More detailed information is available at
http://biodiversity.eionet.europa.eu/article17

             European Topic Centre on Biological Diversity 13 July 2009                     


