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Habitats Directive Article 17 Reporting

Species name:Castor fiber
Annex: II, IV

Assessments of conservation status at the European level
(all biogeographical regions - EU25)

The European beaver populations extend from France across central and eastern Europe to European
Russia, and in Scandinavia and parts of western Finland.  Beavers are adapted for a semi-aquatic life,
using a variety of freshwater systems, including rivers, streams, irrigation ditches, lakes, and swamps.
Its  conservation status  is  ‘favourable’ in four of the six biogeographical regions  where it  is  present:
Alpine,  Boreal,  Mediterranean  and  Pannonian.  In  the Continental  and  Atlantic  regions  the overall
assessment is ‘unfavourable-inadequate’ but the future prospects indicate an improving situation for the
species.
The species is  assessed as ‘Least  Concern’ in Europe by  IUCN because of its  good recovery  across
much  of  its  range  as  a  result  of  conservation  programmes.  Despite  its  historical  decline  due  to

             European Topic Centre on Biological Diversity 13 July 2009                      



Legend
Conservation
Status

Favourable

Unfavourable -
inadequate

Unfavourable bad

Unknown

Distribution

over-hunting, the current population trend is to increase.
Assessments of conservation status as reported by Member states

(all biogeographical regions - EU25)
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Data quality is based on as assessment by each Member State, 1 = good, 2 = medium,
3 = poor

This information is derived from the Member State national reports submitted to the
European Commission under Article 17 of the Habitats Directive in 2007 and covering the
period 2001-2006. More detailed information is available at
http://biodiversity.eionet.europa.eu/article17
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