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Habitats Directive Article 17 Reporting

Species name:Margaritifera margaritifera
Annex: II, V

Assessments of conservation status at the European level
(all biogeographical regions - EU25)

The freshwater  pearl mussel is  widely  spread in  European freshwaters.  In  the past  it  was  widely
exploited for its pearls.
The status of this species differs per geographical region. Its status is often reported as ‘unknown’ or
‘bad’ in the Atlantic, Continental and Mediterranean regions and ‘favourable in the Alpine and Boreal
region. However, the general trend seems to be that this species is declining. In Poland it is even believed
to be extinct. The IUCN conservation status currently is ‘Endangered’ but it needs updating.
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Assessments of conservation status as reported by Member states
(all biogeographical regions - EU25)

Data quality is based on as assessment by each Member State, 1 = good, 2 = medium,
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3 = poor

This information is derived from the Member State national reports submitted to the
European Commission under Article 17 of the Habitats Directive in 2007 and covering the
period 2001-2006. More detailed information is available at
http://biodiversity.eionet.europa.eu/article17
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