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The European date mussel, Lithophaga lithophaga, is a rock-boring bivalve mollusc that is
w idespread along the Mediterranean and the eastern Atlantic coasts.  The mollusc has an extremely
slow  grow th and it lives inside cavities of calcareous rocky substrates, w hich it bores w ith its
glandular secretions. 
 
The conservation status is ‘unknow n' for both the marine Atlantic (as reported by Portugal) and the
marine Mediterranean regions due to the lack of data.  The main threat for this species lies in the f ishing
methods used to collect it w hich involve destructive illegal practices such as dynamite f ishing w hich
destroy the rocky reef w here it lives.
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Assessments of conservation status as reported by Member states
(all biogeographical regions - EU25)

Data quality is based on as assessment by each Member State, 1 = good, 2 = medium,
3 = poor

This information is derived from the Member State national reports submitted to the
European Commission under Article 17 of the Habitats Directive in 2007 and covering the
period 2001-2006. More detailed information is available at
http://biodiversity.eionet.europa.eu/article17
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