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Habitats Directive Article 17 Reporting

Species name:Cottus gobio
Annex: II

Assessments of conservation status at the European level
(all biogeographical regions - EU25)

The  bullhead  is  a  freshwater  fish  distributed  across  six  biogeographical  regions  in
Europe.  It lives  in  cold, clear and  fast-flowing  water of  small stream  to  medium-sized
rivers,  on  gravel  or rocky  shores  of  cold  lakes  and  in  slightly  brackish  waters  along
eastern Baltic coast.
In  Alpine  region  it  is  widely distributed  but six  member-states  reported  one  or more
parameters  as  unknown  and  better  knowledge  required.  It  is  assessed  as
'unfavourable-inadequate'  but considered  'favourable'  in  several  countries.  For Atlantic
region  it  is  also  widely  distributed.  It  is  assessed  as  ‘unknown’  since  one  or  more
parameters  is  unknown  in  several  countries  and  Spain  and  United  Kingdom  reported
unknown  overall.  However it  is  reported  as  ‘favourable’  in  Germany  and  France  and
improving in Belgium. For Boreal and Continental regions  assessments  are  ‘favourable’
with  more  impacts  reported  towards  the  south.  For the  Pannonian  and  Mediterranean
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Distribution

regions species is rare and poorly known but assessed as ‘unfavourable-inadequate’ due
to increased human impact.
IUCN status for the species is ‘least concern’.

Assessments of conservation status as reported by Member states
(all biogeographical regions - EU25)
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Data quality is based on as assessment by each Member State, 1 = good, 2 = medium,
3 = poor

This information is derived from the Member State national reports submitted to the
European Commission under Article 17 of the Habitats Directive in 2007 and covering the
period 2001-2006. More detailed information is available at
http://biodiversity.eionet.europa.eu/article17
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