
Minutes of meeting 11 July 2018 – Forest Information System for Europe (FISE)

Location: Skype 
Timing: 11 July 2018
Participants: 
· Miruna Badescu, Adriana Baciu - EdW
· Annemarie Bastrup-Birk - EEA
Agenda
1. [Miruna] Status of the first development – displaying the NFI data received from JRC (in progress, ~80%)
2. [Miruna] Web design for the portal – proposal to do this in have two stages and develop a generic one to have the content
3. [Miruna, all] Adding static content in the portal in the coming period
 
Discussions
· The web static portal for FISE is online and content will be added by Annemarie, a short presentation and training has been decided to take place on 16th of July. 
· Annemarie will send EdW a series of pictures that will be used to further elaborate on the design of the site
· Demo site is available at https://demo-forests.eea.europa.eu/ 
· For the September milestone - First test version of the infrastructure - Eau de Web and Tracasa will have ready: the portal, NFI search and maps based on the datasets we have received.
· There was a suggestion for a meeting in Bucharest with Annemarie, EdW and, maybe also Tracasa for team discussions on user stories, assessment of feasibility of the already suggested user stories, work together on content for the FISE portal. The proposed date is the week starting 6th of August and travel arrangements will be checked.
· On 17th – 18th Sept there will be a meeting for the newly established NRC for Forests and for this meeting we are suggesting that the site should have basic static content and also NFI search and maps. This will allow the project to capture early feedback from its users and continue developments with a much more clearer set of expectations from the community
· Discussions about the name for this portal: there is a suggestion to use INFORESTS as name and branding but, for now, we will continue to use the FISE for now and include it in the site branding, leaflets, posters and other materials produced. A different decision on the brand may be made later
· Presentation and first feedback on the NFI search wireframe (i.e. structure instead of design), see pdf file from https://taskman.eionet.europa.eu/issues/96787 
· Good start for the search facility, which allows the selection of countries/regions and type of data to be searched, as well as search based on GEMET’s terms 	Comment by Bernd Eckhardt: Some questions: The ‘Search by Region’ is only activated after a country has been selected, is that right? Should we call it ‘Search by Administrative Units / NUTS’?

Result type and Result format choices are good, especially the little figures indicating the number of datasets available for each choice (that is what the superscript numbers indicate, isn’t it?). 

Perhaps if would help to indicate the file format for each of the Format choices:
Documentation (.pdf, .doc, .ppt, etc.)
Raster data (.tif, etc.)
Tabular data (.xls, .csv, etc.)
Report (.pdf)

There would be a lot of other metadata descriptive elements in the CSV file I had prepared. Question is if the ‘Filter Results’ page is representing a full function ‘Advanced Search’ or if this is just a more simple approach to the data.

For an ‘Advanced Search’ page I would suggest to add more search criteria provided in the CSV file. Have a look to the existing FISE page, Advanced Search:

http://fise.jrc.ec.europa.eu/data/fisenewdemo/advancedsrc

For the time being, this ‘Advanced Search’ is purely built on the metadata attribute categories and values as provided in the CSV file.
I know that for the new FISE platform a wider search has to be available.

· Annemarie will review the list of terms available for search and select a new list of concepts/terms to be used, more relevant to the portal users	Comment by Bernd Eckhardt: It is probably a key decision which terms for a search are selected:
Predefined ones like on GEMET
Data related one, defined by the data and giving during metadata generation of data files.

I don’t really know the answer to be frank:
GEMET has a set of standardized keywords/tags/terms, while it might contain many keywords that won’t deliver a search result.
The second option likely contains non-standardised keywords/tags/terms, which will deliver at least one result as data content based.
· NFI data can be also presented in the Country profiles section of the portal 	Comment by Bernd Eckhardt: I would opt for very few, if not even only one dataset provided under the Country Profiles Section: the country profile summary itself.
· The functionality will be deployed in the site next week to be tested further 
· Miruna to send an email to JRC, asking for details on the dataset they will provide. It is of crucial importance that the contractors’ teams have an idea about the foreseen datasets from JRC, to plan ahead	Comment by Bernd Eckhardt: We have not received such an e-mail up to now. Anyhow, we had a Skype call with Miruna on 20 June where question about the data to be expected got addressed.
In a nutshell: very likely the all future data to be provided will be NFI related data from public webpages of the countries pending.
It is unlikely that more descriptive fields will be added to the CSV file that is containing the list of all datasets, which we provided and will provided again at the end of July to the contractors.
We had discussed to foresee in the backend DB a couple for placeholder fields (string, data, link, integer, double types) to be ready is a few more descriptive elements are considered.
· Annemarie suggested including the EU DEM and EU Hydro datasets, with which we can go further that of what has been done before. The same for biodiversity data 	Comment by Bernd Eckhardt: Such decisions are likely to be made by Peter Loeffler and EEA together and something for the future?
In the moment this is a Forest Information platform and not a Land Information platform, even it might at a later stage develop to that.
If we bring in ‘non-forest’ related information at this stage, we have to be very selective not to overwhelm the user right from the beginning.
I am saying this because of the enourmous amount of data files we can store already now on the platform and I talk only about the original source datasets of which we have already 1101 of 1500 in total (the remainder 399  is Info-Level B products that have been created as examples for some of the datasets).
Of these 1101 about half (566) are NFI datasets from only 9 countries, so it might be 2000 – 2500 after all countries have been screened for data.
· Annemarie will review the list of datasets to include in FISE from the Taskman ticket #95375. There are suggestions and decisions to be made around their inclusion, based on relevance and availability 
· For the meeting in August in Bucharest the following could be added to the agenda:
· For each story, the team will discuss:	Comment by Bernd Eckhardt: Our concern on  user stories is:
Very likely a few interesting user-stories can be imagined. As more fancy they are as more datasets might be needed.
While the FISE platform should be able to answer many requests/demands. Therefore the result might be disappointing when not building the user stories on the up to now existing/collected forest datasets.

My user-stories would focus on EEA 39 wide available standard/base data, be most simple and straight forward:

One example:

Forest Area in percent (therefore, independent of country size) by NUTS 1 level (to be better than the SoEF Report) for Europe for the years 2000, 2005, 2010 and if already available for year 2015 too. 
Based on NFI data (yes, we have to wait for all countries data to be collected by me).

Create a new vector layer from these source data indicating the change between adjacent data years and the change between full time range. 
Classify the change and overlay it to the ‘National Forest in Percent’ map.

More user stories:
Repeat it at the same NUTS 1 level,for the following themes as data is often available: Area by Ownership, Area by Forest Type (deciduous, coniferous, mixed), Area by Age Class, Area by main species (e.g. the species covering highest proportion of forest in each country). 
Or swap to growing stock, increment or deadwood which seems to be provided by many countries too.

Therefore stay first inside the forest domain.

i. The datasets that are needed to tell the story
ii. Visualization type that is more relevant: Tableau, graphs, maps, tabular data, searches
· Adding content to the portal: hands on session 
· Assessment of existing datasets, ideas on how to combine and produce relevant information for users etc. This activity is rather urgent as we are already approaching some milestones and we should decide, with the advice from expert(s), based on the data we have, the way forward, in order to reach meaningful results for the project	Comment by Bernd Eckhardt: PL will have an opinion when the right time has come to involve external experts. Koldo from Tracasa, being from the forest domain would use which questions to answer are the most important, which we should aim for with the basic source data available.
He will be able to screen through the data to pick the most interesting bits and pieces from it.
· Selection from available GEMET terms to be used as search criteria/suggestions in NFI search

Actions for the next period:
1. Forest photos to be included in the site design - Annemarie
2. Short presentation on how to use the site for content uploading will take place next week, provisionally on Monday – David, Miruna (EdW) and Annemarie
3. [bookmark: _GoBack]A discussion on the data to take place this week – Miruna, Annemarie
4. Arrangements for the trip to Bucharest on week starting 6th of August – establish clear dates for the meeting and agenda – EdW, EEA
5. NFI search available in the site next week – EdW
6. Email to JRC requesting the description of data that will be received until Sept –Miruna	Comment by Bernd Eckhardt: Kind of done during the 20 June Skype conference, actually I don’t know why this point is coming up again. I will work further on publically available NFI data collection and a new CSV file will be delivered at the end of July 18 to the consultants.
7. Email to ICP to request their datasets – Miruna 
8. Creation of a glossary for FISE, starting from GEMET
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