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The background of the CBD ENCA-QSP initiative



An experimental 
framework for 

ecosystem capital 
accounting in 

Europe 

Ecosystem 
accounting and the 
cost of biodiversity 

losses — the case of 
coastal 

Mediterranean 
wetlands 

ENCA: legacy 
from the SEEA 
and other 
accounting 
applications



The ENCA Quick Start Package 
focuses on core accounts in physical 
units and calculation of ecological 
degradation/ enhancement.

Learning by doing, urgency, CBD Aichi 
Target 2, 2020 objective

The last chapter opens to functional 
accounts:
• liability of economic sectors and 
ecological balance sheet of credits and 
debts
• accounts of restoration costs by 
sectors
• assessment of ecosystem services (ref. 
to MAES...)
• ES valuation seen on a case by case 
basis



The ENCA framework



About valueS

Without accounting for ecological values (and other social values) tradeoffs are 
between market and market like values; decision making is a problem of economic 
optimum...

ENCA proposes a measurement of ecological values for integrated ecosystem 
accounting. 



An example of calculation of ecological values




