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 Why do we need a system to categorise 
ecosystem services? 

 What are the options and constraints? 
 What are the challenges? 
 What are the next steps? 
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 There is an accounting need…. 
 Integrated environmental and economic accounts 

describe a socio-ecological system,  we are not just 
bolting the environment on to a set of economic 
accounts….. 

 There is also a more general science and policy 
need… 
 What ever accounting solutions we devise, they have to 

have some resonance in wider scientific and policy 
debates otherwise they will not have credibility  and we 
will not be able to unlock the value of the information 
that science can provide…. 
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Edens and Hein, 2013 

Haines-Young and Potschin, 2013 

Evolving conceptual 
frameworks 
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 The task is to go … ‘from concept to an accounting framework’ 
 ES are not something easily measured across the board, 

even if we can agree terminology 
 We need to think about the underpinning functionality as 

well as final services 

 Stocks and flows? 
 We need to think about benefits and beneficiaries as well as 

final ecosystem services 
 We need to think about geography 
 We need to think about what we need in order to take 

decisions based on these accounts…. 
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