Draft indicator factsheet D5C6 and C7: Ecological Index

SUMMARY INFORMATION 

Indicator name: Ecological Index
Indicator summary: A summary of the status/trend for this indicator can only be delivered after progress on status assessment (probably until 2018).
Background/relevance: Macrophytobentic communities answer to marine environment changes by modifying their qualitative and quantitative structure and can be used as indicators of changes in the marine environment. The  Ecological Index (EI) was developed in order to assess the ecological state of coastal waters, based on the theory that the anthropogenic impact changes the state of an ecosystem, and turns it into an area where opportunistic R-selected species dominates instead of the K-selected sensitive ones[footnoteRef:1]. [1:  https://www.researchgate.net/publication/303311549_Macrophytobenthic_Communities_from_the_Romanian_Black_Sea_Coast_-Indicators_of_the_Ecological_Status_of_Coastal_Water_Bodies] 

Hence, the EI shows the relation between sensitive (ESGI species and tolerant ESGII species.
Relevant criterion/a: D5C6 and D5C7

MAIN ASSESSMENT

Status and trends: Status assessment for this indicator is not possible at the moment, due to a lack of monitoring/assessment data. Status/trends will probably be assessed until 2018.
The status assessment will be against the following thresholds:
a)
b)
Map:
Figures:
Tables:
Confidence assessment: 
Bulgaria: Low/Medium/High (explanation)
Romania: Low/Medium/High (explanation)
Knowledge gaps: 
Bulgaria:
Romania: 
Text description of uncertainties and data/knowledge gaps in the assessment (i.e. reasons why confidence is "medium" or "low")

SUPPORTING INFORMATION/FURTHER DETAIL/METADATA

Geographical coverage: BG, RO
Date of data used for assessment 
Bulgaria:
Romania:
Data products: (insert link)
Contact and ownership
Bulgaria: Black Sea Basin Directorate/Varna/BG
Romania: National Institute for marine research and development "Grigore Antipa"/Constanta/Romania
Method for assessment (optional): short description of method – or link/reference to relevant website/papers. 
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