Suggestion for discussion-points in BDC meeting on 16/17  March 2011 in Copenhagen (EEA)
· General: roadmap for BDC
· New developments in BDC:

· Suggestions by DG ENV users:  Thematic search (or easy "drill-down" features) and entry points for forest, agriculture, marine, mountains, etc. Currently to find one's way within the bulk of information of the BDC is not easy

· BDC as repository for all biodiversity datasets: need for streamlining and standardisation
· Specifications are needed for future contracts within DG ENV and for biodiversity related research projects (RTD); clear guidelines regarding formats, hosting environment and software development process. These guidelines/BDC requirements will be used for inclusion in future DG ENV contracts.

· Support to new projects or initiatives with possible relevance to BDC, e.g. LIFE Land Purchase database, Register on Wilderness (possible combined use of CHM & CDR). Consultancy and technical support to DG ENV Desk Officers as to possible technical solutions/options offered by BDC for future projects or contracts (data harvesting platform, hosting, GIS infrastructure, etc.)

· IUCN Web Services:

· JRC will try to include this in their future contract with IUCN for DOPA (Digital Observatory for Protected Areas)

· DG ENV can also include this in future contracts

· The advantage is clear: dynamic querying of IUCN data; no duplication of data management; always access to latest information; easy integration within multiple projects and viewers

· A similar commitment can be sought from BirdLife

· EUNIS: 

· Following a suggestion of Dominique Richard in 2010: EUNIS can become a front-end to all datasets within BDC; would ensure EUNIS future and perhaps an improved architecture. EUNIS as an independent entity has little sense any longer
· status on taxonomic reference system
· Improve the temporal dimension of BDC: "Comparability" is important, for statistics, spatial data – everything. The temporal dimension is absent from BDC, except for an elementary versioning system. A logical organisation for overlaying and comparing information at different points in time is essential 

· Natura 2000 historical data management system:

· data possibly available by end-of-the-year;

· Can be included in BDC; see how it can be best presented; how data at different timestamps can be overlaid meaningfully
· Art 17 reporting. Foresee an Art 17 "entry point" within BDC. See how new data can be integrated with a view towards comparability.
· Idem for Birds reporting. 

· DG ENV Barometers; 

· Barometers are of relevance only with regard to the past

· Existing Baromter SPA/SCI; future Barometer on SACs; possible Barometer on Marine evolution

· How can these Barometers be presented advantageously? How can their dynamic dimension be represented? Not just tables of figures. 

· Long time support should be ensured by BDC. 

· Focus on presentation/display/readability/message

· Eye on Earth: update on recent discussion:

· Conclusions of recent kick-off meeting on invasive species. 
· Future projects on Biodiversity

· Natura 2000 continued development of the Natura 2000 viewer. The Natura 2000 viewer still needs some basic functionality.

· See compiled documents by ETC/BD and Dg ENV
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