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BDC working meeting DG ENV/ETC-BD/EEA, Copenhagen
When:
16.03.2011 – 17.03.2011 

Who: 
Angelika Rubin, Brian MacSharry, Danny Charbonneau, Mette Lund, Rania Spyropoulou, Sabine Roscher

For selected items: Antonio de Marinis, Carlos Romao, Darja Lihteneger, Jan Bliki, Katarzyna Biala, Paul Hasenohr, Sheila Cryan, Stefan Jensen, Søren Roug

Minutes by Mette in two parts: 1) task list and 2) short summary of discussions under each agenda item

1) BDC task list March 2011

	No
	Discussions day 1
	Action on whom
	When

	1
	Defining the BDC for communication purposes
	Rania to draft a one page paper from the existing slides and circulate
	Done

	2
	Use Natura 2000 Barometer as example on how space and time dimension can be covered in BDC, using IMS 
	Mette  

Danny and Antonio to support
	June

	3
	Improve functionality of embedded N2k viewer on EEA web site, open in new window if no other solution is feasible
	Antonio (top priority)
	June

	4
	BDC on the web:

Separate data and maps/graphs
	Antonio

Already planned as part of EEA EDC template redesign
	2nd half of 2011

	5
	BDC on the web:

Improve how statistics are handled, e.g. N2k GIS area stats
	Mette/Antonio. 

Depending on the outcome of task 2 this is further discussed
	June

	6
	BDC on the web:

Find solution to highlight selected products within BDC
	Mette/Antonio

Preliminary solution using left side box. Reactions welcome
	Done

	7
	BDC on the web:

Add search to BDC area
	Antonio

Already planned as part of EEA EDC template redesign
	2nd half of 2011

	8
	Thematic search of BDC, e.g. fitting ecosystem approach, hierarchical seach
	Mette/Antonio

Awaiting implementation of task 7. Further thematic search will require thematic experts to tag, which may not be feasible. To be reviewed again.
	2012

	9
	Mapviewers time aspect (art 17)
	Mette/Jan/Danny
	2011

	10
	Update N2k to March 2011 version in EUNIS
	Jan to export xml, Søren to import

On-going
	March/April

	11
	Art 17 and 12 reporting:

Provision of table structure based on the reporting format
	Brian
	Early April

	12
	Art 17 and 12 reporting: Estimate of resources needed
	Søren
	Early April

	13
	Art 17 and 12 reporting: internal timetable of tasks
	Brian to circulate first draft
	Early April

	14
	Art 17 and 12 reporting:

Provision of GI range tool
	Brian to propose tools

Jan, Mette, Danny(?) to help evaluate 
	October

	
	Discussions day 2
	Action
	When

	15
	Policy paper on the need of taxonomic name service
	Sabine
	2011

	16
	Note on Inspire unique ids
	Brian
	April

	17
	BDC issues with AnnexI (more urgent) and Annex II/III operational issues (in cooperation with the ETC). 
	Darja
Brian/Sabine to support
D2.8.I.9 INSPIRE Data Specification on Protected Sites – Guidelines needs to be updated. (http://inspire.jrc.ec.europa.eu/documents/Data_Specifications/INSPIRE_DataSpecification_PS_v3.0.pdf ?)

1) Update of guidelines required (ie remove misleading text and note corrected pages). Correction should be OK with DG ENV.

2) Corrected document needs to be provided to EEA (SES3) to forward to JRC for publication on INSPIRE web site.

JRC will probably just post corrected document when asked by EEA. Issue should not be escalated unless there is a need.
	April

	18
	Organise meeting EEA/ETC and WCMC
	Rania/Mette
Marine sites, Inspire, Natura 2000, responsibilities of correction
	July onwards

	19
	Marine issues in CDDA raised by Sabine
	Sabine/Brian
	July

	20
	Clarification on new SDF xml schema between Sabine, Danny and Jan
	Sabine/Danny/Jan
	Done

	21
	Feed back to ETC on priority spatial data in BDC
	Mette/Brian

On-going
	March

	22
	Data specifications on data delivered to EEA (DCs)
	Mette/Danny: Stefan’s and Herman’s groups
	March

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


2) Short summary of agenda items
Review of the status of BDC

The main functions of the BDC (data collation, data standardisation, data analysis and publication) are in line with EEA environmental data centres (EDCs). This was confirmed by Stefan and Antonio and very much appreciated by ETC who had been missing final agreement from EEA side.

Rania will prepare a short note defining the BDC based on the existing slides and the discussion. 

The BDC entry points were reviewed (from BISE, DG ENV and EEA). From BISE and EEA it takes several clicks to get into the BDC, but it was not seen as a major issue. There are no direct links found from DG ENV web site. Should there be? A number of concrete proposals were made on BDC functionalities (see the task list) and, hence, to the EDC template. This was welcomed by Antonio as feed back/user examples help his work.
The Indicator Management System (IMS) were presented and the developments on DaViz, the coming data visualisation tool of EEA data service (and EDCs). There is a request for better visualisation of data (tables) and of time series. Antonio showed an example of how it could be done from Eurostat. It was agreed to test if the Natura 2000 barometre could be presented using the IMS. This would require converting the statistics into an indicator and providing an assessment text for each public version of the data. 
The map viewers are under continuous development. Art 17 distribution maps will come in 2011 taking the 2010 proposals from ETC in consideration. Also the 2010 proposals of species, sites and habitats entrances will be elaborated further in map viewers during 2011. 

The EUNIS application will be updated with latest Natura 2000 data. This should happen every time there is a new version of N2k. We should however consider that at the moment we are loading the same data twice, ie in the map viewer and into the EUNIS database. This may not be feasible on the long term.

Reporting on Art 17 (Habitats Directive) and Art 12 (Birds Directive)
The reporting exercise under the two directives will be using the same tools. Deadlines are close (June and Dec 2013) and requirements similar. 
The reporting tool for the previous reporting in 2007 will not be used as countries are not supporting it. It was decided to use Access db as reporting format. This will however add other challenges to the process, e.g. on QA/QC, if Access dbs are the delivery format instead of xml. QA/QC can only happen on xml, so xml export should take place on European level (but when – before or after merging?). However, if countries should do a pre-delivery QA/QC before uploading they need to export to xml also. 

Look-up tables can help reducing the rubbish that goes into the Access db. Further, for this reporting there will be country specific tables on species and habitats, also as lookup tables. There was a request that it should be possible to update look-up tables during the reporting process as errors are identified. This may however be too costly.
ETC will provide the draft table structure, multiple choice options, lookup tables and an internal timetable of tasks. EEA will estimate what can be done with the resources available.
The need of a GIS range tool for the Art 17 report was briefly discussed. We will evaluate the tool used for reporting in 2007. The lower limit for a ‘single tender’ is 5000 Euro. Costs should be kept as low as possible.

Natura 2000

Clarification before the 22 March Reporting expert meeting of the timing of transition from old to new SDF, the software and xml schema. Final ratification of responsibilities will take place in Natura 2000 progress meeting 7 April in Brussels.  
CDDA and general standardisation issues
23 countries of 37-38 countries have delivered, 15 March deadline. 
The issues of site and species unique IDs, and of the missing registry on “INSPIRE external objects identifier namespace register” were discussed. EEA has the EIONET_INSTITUTE table that may serve as an intermediate as long as the INSPIRE register is not available. It should be considered if a dataset code is also necessary, when there are more than one dataset within an institution. Brian will prepare a note.
Sabine will prepare a policy note on a taxonomic name service, the PESI project and the follow-up projects. Would it be an option in the future to have a (fixed) budget for buying taxonomic services from taxonomic societies/NGOs/experts?
Marine issues e.g. identification of CDDA marine sites and on marine networks requesting IDs in a CDDA context for not designated marine areas of conservation interest (not sure if I understood this correctly) should be managed. Possibly by bringing it up at the EIONET NRC biodiversity meeting? The meeting is now in the EIONET planner for the period 24-28 Oct but these dates are still being negotiated between Ivone and Dominique.
EEA will call for a technical meeting with WCMC to follow up on last years activities and future plans.

EEA SDI and INSPIRE

The discussion from the morning session on the issue of the protected sites detailed profile being present in the guidelines even if only the simple profile should be there was further discussed. With the new SDF there is an opportunity to have this corrected, but what is the procedure of revising the guidelines? First step is to await the adoption of the new SDF with the Habitats Committee, but then what? A way forward could be to update of guidelines required (ie remove misleading text and note corrected pages). Correction should be OK with DG ENV.  The corrected document needs then to be provided to EEA (SES3) to forward to JRC for publication on INSPIRE web site. JRC will probably just post corrected document when asked by EEA. The issue should not be escalated unless there is a need. Darja will be the lead on this supported by Sabine and Brian.
Paul presented the EEA SDI.
All docs and ppts are available from CIRCA BDC area.[image: image1.png]
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