Chapter 5. Selected case studies
5.1. Introduction

Four wetlands have been selected as case studies for this report: Doñana in Spain, Camargue in France, Amvrakikos in Greece and the Danube Delta in Romania. 

The criteria for such a selection were based firstly on the regional relevance of each sites and their importance in the Mediterranean and European context and secondly on the knowledge accumulated in each site and relatively easy to access. The existence of a conservation authority in charge of managing the sites has been another consideration, having in view the practical use of the accounts. Another criteria was at this stage the belonging to the Corine area in order to test the feasibility and relevance of nested multi-scale accounts.

The standard gridded accounts can be established at the site level. The summary table of the indicators derived from land and ecosystem accounts gives a first hint of the situation; it allows comparisons between sites as well as of the relative position of the site in various geographical breakdowns: 10 km coastal strip, administrative regions, sub-river basins…
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Danube delta is the largest delta in Europe with a very long history of relations of mankind to nature. It brings as well the Black Sea wetlands into the whole picture which is named sometimes Pan-Mediterranean.. Camargue is a very well known site, of national and international interest. It is the biggest delta in the western Mediterranean part where rather intensive economic activities coexist with nature via hydraulic management. Doñana has a clear western Mediterranean character even though it is on the Atlantic façade. Amvrakikos in Greece represents in the eastern Mediterranean and, being structured around a gulf it presents accurately the particular relation of wetlands to the sea.

