Map 1: Sketching the ecological background infrastructure
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The map shows landscape patterns able to connect habitats and species. Altogether with rivers, landscapes, when they are natural or not too intensively managed may supply shelter for wildlife during its moves and migrations. 

This Pan-European image is painted with a broad brush. The “green background index” is computed from classifications of satellite images (EEA/Corine Land Cover 2000 for 32 countries and JRC/Global Land Cover 2000 for 10 others). Land classes such as forests, open semi-natural and natural dry landscapes and wetlands as well as pastures and agriculture mosaics have been retained for computing an index of “green potential”.  The index expresses the importance of the green landscape types in any given places as well as in their close neighbourhoods. The pan-European map can be downscaled to the regional and local levels, showing other discontinuities and connections. This network of networks is the background of the PEEN. It means that not all the system is used in the same way. Challenges are more important where core areas require connectivity for maintaining their biological diversity. Potential connectivity can be impaired or ruined because of artificial features which disrupt the natural flows. The green background landscape is still important in Europe but its fragmentation by artificial land, transport infrastructures and dams is high in many places, and increasing because of urban development.
Note: the map doesn’t show up exact values but an idea of the intensity of the potential. It represents an average image and can therefore be discussed here and there, because of particular conditions (e.g. intensive pasture or forest management) or according to the specific space requirements of various groups of species. This map resulting from a model is modifiable by the user. It is not a map of actual ecological networks but it gives a first idea of the places where such networks are more likely to be found.
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