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When:
30.09.2009 – 01.10.2009 

Who: 
Angelika Rubin, Anne Teller, Danny Charbonneau, Brian MacSharry, Dominique Richard, Katharina Schleidt, Mora Aronsson, Sabine Roscher, Sophie Condé, Steve Wilkinson, Carlos Romao, Frederik Schutyser, Katarzyna Biala, Mette Lund, Ivone Pereira Martins, Rania Spyropoulou, Sheila Cryan, Stefan Jensen
DATA CENTRES
Go4 technical definition:

· Environmental data centres are institutionally supported facilities providing convenient access to, manipulation of, and/or distribution of data sets relating to a specific thematic area (including supporting information and expertise) to users. They are intended to have a long lifespan, as they are not tied to a specific project  

EEA adaption:

· The focus of the Data Centre is on the data handling. All other tasks are defined to lie outside the EDC. A Data Centre at the EEA is a data custodian of European data and data service provider to other EU-organisations, the MS and the general public. It lies within the task to provide a quantitative analysis of the data and provide the data part of the presentation of an indicator or a spatial presentation but not to provide the assessment. (Source: Stefan’s slides) 
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Main Outcomes of the meeting
On the Biodiversity Data Centre (BCD) concept:
· BDC should be the access  point for species, habitats and sites in Europe 

· BDC’s entry point should be a portal providing access and a data discovery service to quality controlled data sets, statistics based on automated queries, map viewers and information related to the data provided 

· BDC should support use cases from ETC-BD, EEA and DG ENV as well as the general public; Be a reference centre for updated species, habiats , site data for updating indicators sitting elsewhere, e.g. Structural indicators, Agri-environmental indicators
· BDC tasks include work on reporting obligations, reporting formats and data flows; data handling (QA/QC, data imports, European data sets, statistics, data preparation for indicators);  providing and organizing access to data, statistics and related information; maintenance of the portal, databases, IT tools. 
· The indicator theme/work is a BDC client: there is need for continuous interaction, so that datasets are responding to indicator needs.
· Enhance interoperability between BDC datasets on species, habitats and sites.

· Seek interoperability of BDC datasets with data sets from other Environmental Data Centers (Land, Water, Air, Marine, Waste, Forest, etc).  
· Seek interoperability with relevant global databases on species, sites, habitats 
· Ensure gradual implementation of the Shared environmental Information System

· Ensure implementation of INSPIRE rules and regulations.
· Be explicit in usage of QA/QC rules of data sets and information provided 

· Be explicit in usage of standards
· BDC governance structure proposed: Steering Committee (EEA NSV1, EEA SES3, DG ENV B2-B3, ETC-BD), Requirements WG (ETC-BD, EEA NSV1) and Technical WG (EEA technical group, ETC-BD task team) 
And some more technical issues  

· Provide EUNIS+: e.g. find a species, view the species, where is it, in which habitats does it occur? Provide relevant non-taxonomic groupings (freshwater/marine/terrestrial/alien/wild crops/etc)

· Aim for one basic map viewer with standard look and feel, even if the user may eventually see several map viewers with different data content and query options 

On the relationship to the BISE concept:

BDC is a part of BISE concept, however data that are used in BAP review, including country profiles and measurements of progress are not included in the BDC. Similarly, data needed for updating some SEBI 2010 indicators not concerning species, habitat or sites, are not included in the BDC. It was proposed that these sets of data should be part of BISE.
BISE should integrate the requests from the Convention of Biological Diversity originally envisioned to be handled by EC-Biodiversity Clearing House Mechanism (EC-CHM), with Europe-wide biodiversity assessments (BAP) and knowledge data bases. Further work should be done either by building on the existing EC-CHM structures in a preliminary (‘embryo’) version of BISE or by (perhaps in a later stage) ‘engulfing’ what is EC-CHM today.

2009 tasks
Follow-up on the 2nd Biodiversity DC meeting: 

	Draft proposed mandate and people (1-2 pg) for BDC governance structure
	EEA
	Rania

	Provide use cases/FAQ for present Art 17 website
	ETC-BD
	Sabine

	Provide use cases for improvements of present Art 17 website
	DG ENV
	Angelika (DONE)

	Update BISE concept paper, ‘Suggested structure of BISE’, on the BDC part 
	DG ENV
	Anne

	Revise ETC-BD contribution to BDC concept paper
	ETC-BD
	Sabine

	Provide layout for EEA DC websites
	EEA
	Stefan (COM/SES)

	Design and launch(?) BDC website, providing easy access to existing data sets, indicators and tools following the EEA DC template The Steering Committee is to be consulted before final BDC layout.
	EEA
	Rania

	Draft proposal on embryonic BISE layout 
	DG ENV
	Anne?

	Update of EUNIS: improve overall performance and maintainability of the database, preparing it for SEIS and import latest versions of Natura 2000, CDDA, Red lists (amphibians and reptiles) and Art 17 (the latter may not happen until 2010)
	EEA
	Mette/Søren

	If budget and time allows revisit the present Art 17 website following the input from DG ENV
	EEA/ETC-BD
	Mette/Søren/Sabine?


2010 tasks
· Concept paper on BDC, incl BISE requirements (EEA, ETC-BD, EG ENV)
· Improvements of main data flows (EEA, ETC-BD)
· Support to production of indicators (EEA, ETC-BD)

· Improve management of core data sets for indicators, also nationally (country profiles) (EEA, ETC-BD)
· Concept paper on EUNIS (improved user interface etc) (ETC-BD)
· Updates of EUNIS following the concept paper (EEA, ETC-BD)
Background documents:
ETC-BD (10/02/2009): Contribution to the concept and implementation of the Biodiversity Data Centre
DG-ENV (sent 02/09/2009): Suggested structure of the Biodiversity Information System for Europe (BISE)
DG-ENV (sent 02/09/2009): A few comments on ETC's Biodiversity Data Centre paper (version of 10/02/09)
EEA (v3.1, Jan 2009): EEA Biodiversity Data Centre - Concept, Existing Operations & Implementation Plan 2009 2010
EEA (27/08/2008): Environmental Data Centres – Background paper

(All available in CIRCA interest group
http://eea.eionet.europa.eu/Members/irc/eionet-circle/etcnpbcoop/library?l=/dc_biodiversity/meeting_copenhagen&vm=detailed&sb=Title)[image: image2.png]
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