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Action points from 3rd meeting on Biodiversity data centre (BDC), Brussels
When:
03.02.2010 – 04.02.2010 

Who: 
Angelika Rubin, Anne Teller, Danny Charbonneau, Sabine Roscher, Rania Spyropoulou, Mette Lund
Discussion on 2010 tasks and governance

It was agreed to continue with the 2010 tasks of BDC as outlined in EEA project briefs and ETC implementation plan: Specific trilateral meetings should be kept where they exist (e.g. tasks related to Reporting group, Natura 2000 progress) and organizing ad hoc consultations for the rest of the tasks as needed.  A BDC meeting twice a year to review progress and plan ahead: therefore the second meeting for 2010 should be in the second half of the year. Similarly, the DG ENV rolling plan is to be discussed and synchonised with EEA and ETC-BD twice a year. 
Action on ANNE to circulate the latest version of the rolling plan. 
Action on RANIA to send comments on the BDC part of rolling plan - if any (by March). 

Top level governance: DG ENV will circulate tentative meeting schedule and participants of the top level of the BDC and the BISE, respectively.


Action on ANNE (February)

Question to reflect on: who will be the driving force of BDC when defining use cases and statistics to be produced? The BISE obviously, but also other players may play a role; other DCs; indicators like SEBI; … 


No action
BDC on EEA website (mock-ups)
BDC web design ideas: The current developments of the design were generally appreciated by all present. EEA to circulate new mock-ups adapted to biodiversity needs. 
Action on METTE (end February)
Examples of standards to be available from BDC are to be provided by ETC-BD and DG ENV (e.g. lists of species covered by Habitats directive, Art 17 threats, reference for new SDF). It will serve as input to the BDC mock-ups.
Actions on SABINE and DANNY (by 19 February)

First draft EEA data centre web design proposal (as distributed in paper): http://svn.eionet.europa.eu/projects/Zope/wiki/DataCentre
Article 17 – conservation status
ETC-BD will provide a short note on ideas on use cases of Art 17 in map viewers (Natura2000 and/or EUNIS). How it can be combined with e.g. Natura 2000, CDDA, Corine land cover, green urban areas, etc. 


Action for SABINE (end February)

EEA will provide a testsite or mock-ups based on ETC-BD note on Art 17 in map viewers for country expert group meeting 22 April. EEA will also evaluate the feasibility of integrating present Art 17 website (including Angelika’s wishlist) into EUNIS. 


Action on METTE (end March)

EUNIS improvements

ETC-BD suggested a one-day workshop on taxonomy in Paris inviting the EDIT coordinator and PESI representatives.


Action on SABINE (during 2010)
Usage and relevance of species distribution maps in EUNIS today was questioned by EEA. It should be evaluated further what is realistic to be maintained in the future. EEA will prepare a document with examples. 

Action on METTE (end April)

The name ‘EUNIS’ may eventually disappear. There was general agreement that a more modular approach to EUNIS developments may eventually lead to an integration of EUNIS functionalities into the BDC, and thus, the need of EUNIS as one unit may disappear. 

General discussion on approach to the BDC and EUNIS work
As a general rule, the content discussions and implementation discussions should be separated. First content people should define what they would like to see happen. Then implementation is discussed with the technical group. On the other hand, sometimes options are available that only the technical people are aware of and they should have the possibility to feed this information to the content people. The content people will eventually decide if what is technically possible should be used in practise. [image: image3.wmf][image: image2.png]
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